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MISSOULA--Three members of the University of Montana women's cross country team will be
travelling to Georgetown, Texas for the AIAW cross country championships this
weekend.

The women, Kellee Ritter from Great Falls, freshman Vicki Fred of Helena,

and Kathy Estes, a sophomore from Phillipsburg, qualified for the national race
at the Northwest regional meet held last week in Spokane.
In its first year of existence, the women's cross country team has performed
surprisingly well.

Sophomore Kellee Ritter, a member of the UM women's track

squad last year, has been the number one runner for the women harriers all fall.
She finished third of all eligible runners in Spokane.

Fred and Estes also ran

strong races to garner their spots in the nationals.
Hans Templeman, assistant cross country coach, says "The girls are all
consistent runners and improve each week.

Considering that they worked-out as a

team for only six weeks before the regionals, they've done a super-job."
According to Templeman, the national championships will expose the young
Grizzly runners to a variety of more experienced athletes from all over the
country.

"It will be a valuable new experience for them to run such a big race,"

Templeman says.
The AIAW championships will be hosted by Southwestern University in
Georgetown, Texas on November 19 at 11 a.m.

A field of 247 runners will compete

on a hilly 5,000 meter course at Kurth-Landrum Golf Course.
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